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Picnic Overview 
 
In observance of National Make A Difference Day, Good N.E.I.G.H.B.O.R.S. (Neighbors 
Engaged in Giving the Homeless Better Opportunities, Respect and Strength) of Central Ohio are 
holding the 10th Annual Picnic on October 4, 2008, from 12:00-4:00 p.m. at Goodale Park 
in Columbus. 
 
Since 1999, we have hosted a day of fun, food, entertainment and relaxation for homeless 
individuals, families and children of Central Ohio.  We believe this day builds bridges of 
understanding and awareness in our community. The number of homeless guests attending 
the picnic has grown each year. Our volunteers have fed, clothed, and entertained over 
1,000 homeless guests in 2006.  
 
In the past, individuals and local businesses have donated food and beverages to feed our 
guests. Given the increase in our homeless community, an often forgotten population, there 
is now a need for greater support from neighboring corporate and local business sponsors 
like you. 
 
In an effort to make this year’s picnic the best to date, we ask for your contribution. Your 
company enjoys a superb reputation and participating in this year’s picnic would only serve 
to enhance your well-deserved position in the community. 
 
The 2008 picnic is in need of assistance to provide food and warm clothing for 
approximately 1,200 area homeless individuals and their families. You can assist by 
partnering with us to secure these much needed items. 
 
Good N.E.I.G.H.B.O.R.S. is requesting your consideration of this partnership proposal and 
the opportunity to begin or continue a relationship. 
 
This proposal provides an opportunity to be a Partner for our 10th annual picnic as we 
celebrate “National Make A Difference Day.” The sponsorship includes many benefits and 
promotes your business through advertising, media coverage, networking opportunities, 
and website exposure. 
 
FIRSTLINK, a nonprofit community resource agency in Columbus, is the picnic’s fiscal 
sponsor. 
 
Partnership Entitlements: 
 
• Designation  as a Good N.E.I.G.H.B.O.R.S. Partner 
• Corporate name featured in all event signage, pre-event and post-event promotions 
• Special recognition at the Volunteers & Sponsors Appreciation Breakfast to be held on 

National Make A Difference Day (Saturday, October 25, 2008) 
• Acknowledgement of your donation on the Good N.E.I.G.H.B.O.R.S. website 
• Audio mentions throughout the event 
• Satisfaction of knowing that you played an important role in supporting and enhancing 

our services to Columbus’ disadvantaged homeless community. 
• Opportunity to associate with other reputable individuals and corporations that have a 

successful track record of enriching the lives of those in need. 
• Tax benefit of donation through FIRSTLINK a 501 (c) (3) organization. 
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Picnic Highlights 
 
In 2007, the picnic served approximately 1,100 homeless guests. 350 volunteers, including 
homeless citizens gave selflessly their time and talent to create a successful event donating 
more than 5,000 hours of community service. 
 
The event provided a refuge away from the stress of daily life for homeless families. They 
were treated to free food and beverages in a picnic atmosphere. A free clothing store was 
setup offering a place where parents can select much needed clothing for themselves and 
their children. Adults and children enjoyed playing lawn games, participating in craft 
activities, selecting free toys and books, and watching the arrangement of talented 
entertainers. 
 
2007 Highlights: 
 
• Partnered with over 115 corporations 
• Raised nearly $13,000 in cash contributions and over $100,000 in in-kind support 
• Transported 162 guests from 40 shelter systems in central Columbus 
• Served 1,150 plates of hot food, and over 2,000 servings of beverages 
• Opened a “Free Store” with over 50,000 pieces of clothing, coats, shoes and blankets 
• Gave away 150 back to school back packs filled with school supplies, small toys, and 

books to children 
• Gave away 500 toiletry bags filled with much needed necessities 
• Entertained our guests with live music, magicians, mascots, and many activities ranging 

from yard games to face painting 
 
Recognitions 
 
The Good N.E.I.G.H.B.O.R.S. Picnic is the honored recipient of the Make A Difference Day 
Ohio Project Award in 2001 from the State of Ohio and an Honorable Mention in 2005. The 
award recognizes groups who had an outstanding volunteer project on Make A Difference 
Day.  
 
In 2006, Good N.E.I.G.H.B.O.R.S. Picnic was honored with the Make A Difference Day Ohio 
Project Encore Award recognizing our annual project efforts to serve the homeless 
community. 



Page 3    www.goodneighborspicnic.org 

Partnership Opportunities 

There are no “cookie-cutter” sponsorships with Good N.E.I.G.H.B.O.R.S. We work with you 
to determine what your company wants to achieve with your involvement and we tailor the 
sponsorship according to those criteria.  

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 
 
We request your consideration of this partnership proposal and the opportunity to renew or 
begin a relationship this year and beyond. 
 
You may contribute as described below: 
 
• Make a monetary donation as an individual or Corporate Sponsor (see Partnership 

Menu for options) 
• Volunteer your time or services 
• Represent your company and serve as event leadership by participating on the Good 

N.E.I.G.H.B.O.R.S. Planning Committee or one of its sub-committees: 
 
Donations Committee 
Entertainment Committee 
Facilities Committee 
Food Committee 
Sports Committee 
Children’s Activities Committee 
Free Store & Clothing Drive Committee 
Marketing & Guest Recruitment Committee 
Safety & Health Committee 
Setup & Cleanup Committee 
Transportation Committee 
Volunteers Committee 

 
 
NEED OTHER IDEAS OF HOW YOU CAN ASSIST US? 
 
• Donate an item or service from our “wish list” 
• Donate a percentage of your profits  
• Start a winter coat, hats and gloves or warm clothing drive in your company 
• Start a food drive in your company 
• Clean out your closets and donate supplies that you no longer need 
• Do you have a great talent? Volunteer as an entertainer on the day of the event 
• Join us at the picnic as a volunteer to serve food, work in the free clothing store, serve 

on the setup or cleanup crew 
• Are you crafty?  Setup a craft table with supplies so that guests can create a memento 
• Like to play games? Setup a game station and give away prizes 
• Post the Good N.E.I.G.H.B.O.R.S. informative flyer on your company bulletin board 
• Provide internal resources that your company may offer 
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Partnership Menu 

 Item Amount Est. Cost Donation 
Qty 

Picnic 
Luncheon 

Event Luncheon – Sponsor a meal 
for approximately 1,200 homeless 
guests and 500 volunteers at the event 

1,600 Meals $5,000  
100 Meals $250  
50 Meals $125  
10 Meals $25  

 Hot Dogs  1 case $100  
 Hamburgers  1 case $100  
 Buns  1 tray $50  
 Pizza 1 pie $10  
 Salads  1 case $100  
 Baked Beans  1 case $50  
 Dessert assorted $100  
 Soup  1 case $75  
 Bottled Water  1 case $6  
 Soda 1 case $7  

Dining  Table Sponsor – Sponsor a table at 
the event  

1 $25  

Chair Sponsor – Sponsor seating 
for 50 guests 

1 $50  

Table Setting Sponsor – Sponsor a 
place setting for each guest (plate, 
cup, napkin, fork, knife, spoon)  

10 $10  

Transportation Event Bus Sponsor – Sponsor a 
shuttle school bus that takes guests to 
and from the event 

1 $200   

Marketing Appreciation Breakfast Sponsor 
– Sponsor the breakfast that 
recognizes all volunteers and sponsors 
of the picnic 

1 $7,000  

Marketing Sponsor – Help 
underwrite multi-media pieces for 
event  

1 $2,000  

Web site Sponsor – Help 
underwrite development and 
maintenance of event web site. 

1 $1,000  

Signage Sponsor – Sponsor the 
Sponsor board 

1 $200  

Children’s 
Activities 

Activity Sponsor – Sponsor the 
purchase of supplies for children’s 
activities  

1 $500  

“Back to School” Back Pack – 
Sponsor a new backpack filled with 
“back to school” items (2 notebooks, 
pencils, crayons, ruler, markers, bottle 
of glue, note book paper) 

150 
Backpacks 

$2,000  

10 
Backpacks 

$130  

1 Backpack $13  
Small Toy Sponsor – Sponsor a 
small toy for each child attending 
event 

5 $25  

Event Security Security Sponsor – Help 
underwrite security for event 

1 $300  
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Partnership Commitment Form 
 

How To Make A Difference 
 
Good N.E.I.G.H.B.O.R.S. offers ways that each and every one of us, acting together can make a 
tremendous difference in the lives of the homeless community. To donate, these are the following options 
that you may consider: 
 
I am making a gift of: 
 
$ _______________ (Monetary gifts must be received no later than September 15, 2008) 
 
I would like to make an in-kind gift of: 
 
Please describe:   
  
  
  
  
 
Estimated value of in-kind gift or service:  $__________________ 
 
Other ways to be involved: 
 
Please contact me from my interest indicated below: 
 

 I would like information about serving in leadership for Good N.E.I.G.H.B.O.R.S.  
 I would like information on other volunteer opportunities with Good N.E.I.G.H.B.O.R.S. 
 I am interested in starting a food or clothing drive within my company for Good N.E.I.G.H.B.O.R.S. 
 I am interested in learning more about Good N.E.I.G.H.B.O.R.S. 

 
I prefer to be contacted by:          telephone       email       
 

 I am not able to contribute this year, but please keep us in mind for next year. 
 

 I am not interested in giving to this event; please remove our name from your mailing list. 
 
Contact Information: 
 
Name:    
 
Company Name:    
 
Address:    
 
City:    State:    Zip Code:    
 
Telephone #:    Fax #:    
 
Email Address:    
 
Please complete and return this form to:  Attn:  Marjie Fleshman,  

195 North Grant Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43215 or fax to (614) 224-6866. 
 

Please make checks payable to FIRSTLINK-MADD 
Federal Tax I.D. Number:  31-1084722 

You will promptly receive a receipt for your tax deductible donation. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY & SUPPORT! 


